JOURNEY   RESUMED
these meant Bulgaria, Greece and Yugoslavia, the whole of
Danubia and theBalkansa German invincibility — and, ultimately,
you, I quickly wrote a few more chapters for Insanity Fair to say
this, and six months later a Swiss newspaper, the Easier Nachrichten,
took up the book, reviewed it, and said, clt must be a bitter
comfort to the author that his prophecies have been so far
fulfilled/
No, Bitter, not a comfort. Comfort there would have been if
they had been proved wrong, or if they had found in England
wide enough belief to get something done. To be a true prophet
of woe is no satisfaction.
So The Picnic Papers (that is, Disgrace Abounding) became
inevitable. I could not go on for ever writing new chapters for
Insanity Fair, You have expanding bookshelves, but you can hardly
have an expanding book. If you could, I would write one as long
as a concertina. The little book might go on for ever. Perhaps a
loose-leaf book will be the solution of the writer's problem in these
galloping times, when he cannot dip his pen into the ink quickly
enough, or tap the keys of his typewriter fast enough, or speak into
the recording machine rapidly enough," to keep up with the rush of
events, the hurtling advance of roaring mechanized armies, the
flight of fugitives, the tears of women aild the crying of children,
the shattering of idols and the betrayal of ideals, the erasion of
old and the limning of new frontiers.
Why write at all, for that matter? The old saw, that the type-
writer is mightier than high explosive, is demonstrably absurd.
But, somehow, I must, as long as the light holds, and that will
not be very long. The twilight of our gods, the gods that stood for
humanity and justice and the right of men to speak and write for
these things, is thickening fast* Soon a right venerable gentleman,
applauded by the overwhelming majority of a House elected to
protect small nations against greedy great ones, may tell you that
ca national emergency' exists and present you with some noble-
sounding Act, Tor the tranquillization of public opinion5 or what
not, and you may wake up to find that you are gagged and
bound, that you may not criticize the latest Fair Deal that has
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